
 

 
 

 
         

MINUTES 
of the 

83rd Annual Meeting 
Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 

September 15, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks:   

The Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District (“QCBFD”) Moderator, 
Stephen Long, called the Annual Meeting to order on September 15, 2012, at 
10:05 a.m. at the Quonochontaug Grange on Route 1 in Charlestown, Rhode 
Island.  The agenda for the meeting is attached as Exhibit A. 

The Moderator then led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Moderator asked the clerk, Heather Cady, if a quorum was present 
under the QCBFD By-Laws and whether the meeting was in compliance with 
the laws of the State of Rhode Island.  The Clerk responded yes.  The 
Moderator explained that a quorum exists if QCBFD voters representing 30% 
of the fire district’s lots are represented at the meeting.   

The Moderator stated that any new motions must be presented in writing 
to the Clerk, seconded and discussed.  Under Section 8 of Article 3 of the By-
Laws, any such new motion must be passed by 65% of those voting at the 
meeting.  A simple majority may pass other motions. 

A moment of silence was observed for the following QCBFD residents 
who passed away this year:  Walter Doll, Dave Graham, Judy DePatie, Allie 
Oliva and Bill Wilson. 

The Moderator then recognized the many volunteers who work tirelessly 
to make QCBFD function and prosper.  He noted that some deserve special 
recognition for outstanding service, including Dave Devin, Kate Thornton, 
Wally Kelly, Anne Doyle, Mike Divney, Tom Wildman, Sue Birk, Suzanne 
O’Brien and Linda Griffith.  A round of applause followed. 

II. Notification of Annual Meeting and Approval of Minutes from the 
2011 QCBFD Annual Meeting: 

A MOTION was made that the 2011 Annual Meeting minutes be read 
aloud.  No individual would second the motion and hence it failed. 
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A MOTION was made to approve the Minutes of the 2011 QCBFD Annual 
Meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed by a vast majority (with a 
single vote in opposition). 

III. Committee Reports:  Each QCBFD Commissioner then gave a 
summary of his/her committee’s work over the past year.  Each committee 
report provided is included as an attachment to these minutes.  Any additional 
discussion of note is detailed below, within the body of the minutes. 

 A. Long Range Planning – Dick Stabnick:  See attached Exhibit LRP.  
Dick Stabnick thanked his Long Range Planning Committee members for their 
dedication and hard work.  Dick Stabnick referred to and read from his committee 
report.  

Dick Stabnick discussed the status of the effort to restore Fresh Pond to its 
original state.  Dick Stabnick explained that the Long Range Planning Committee 
has researched the cleanup of Fresh Pond for seven years, since 2006.  Dick 
Stabnick introduced a representative of the ESS Group, Inc., Mr. Carl Neelson, 
who performed a study of Fresh Pond for QCBFD.  The ESS Report has been 
submitted to the QCBFD community. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the value of Fresh Pond as a valuable natural 
asset of the QCBFD community.  Aerial photographs taken in 1939 show that 
QCBFD is losing Fresh Pond.  Fresh Pond is roughly one-third the size it was in 
1939.  Dick Stabnick explained that the committee had investigated various 
methods of removing the phragmites.  A mower would be destroyed by rocks.  An 
infusion of salt water would not work (and CRMC and the State of Rhode Island 
will not allow a flushing of the Pond with salt water).  QCBFD hired ESS to 
evaluate the safety of the cleanup through the use of a chemical application.   
 
If QCBFD does nothing, it will lose Fresh Pond.  QCBFD has applied for a permit 
with CRMC.  If approved, the next step is for QCBFD to file with DEM.  As part 
of the permitting process, QCBFD has notified each abutter of the Fresh Pond 
(QCBFD sent a letter to each abutter of Fresh Pond).  QCBFD also notified the 
president of QEBA.  QCBFD never received a single objection to the cleanup—
until two weeks before this Annual Meeting. 
 
Five informational sessions have been held over the past four years (the most 
recent being held for the QCBFD community on August 24, 2012).  Three weeks 
prior to the Annual Meeting, CRMC had said approval was to be given to 
QCBFD within one week.  Then, a resident of QCBFD filed a complaint with 
CRMC.   
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Dick Stabnick then opened the floor to questions from residents.  A lengthy 
question and answer period with QCBFD residents followed.  Wally Kelly spoke 
regarding the safety of the QCBFD public water supply. 
   
Carl Neelson of ESS spoke to the community and explained that ESS does not 
apply herbicides of any kind.  He explained that the employees of ESS are 
scientists, geologists.  ESS is not an herbicide applicator.  Carl Neelson stated 
there is no conflict of interest because ESS does not benefit from the application 
of herbicides. 
 
A MOTION was made on the Fresh Pond Resolution.  

Resolved:  That the Board of Governors shall be authorized to proceed with 
the restoration of Fresh Pond, including treatment of all invasive and non-
indigenous vegetation. 

The motion was seconded.  Discussion took place prior to a vote on the motion. 

A MOTION was made to “move the question,” end debate on the Fresh Pond 
Resolution and to vote on the motion as originally presented.  The motion to 
move the question and end debate was seconded.  A vote was taken and the 
motion passed by 65%, with 105 “yes” votes and 55 “no” votes.  The motion 
passed in accordance with Article 3, Section 8 of the QCBFD By-Laws, which 
requires not less than 65% to pass a new motion. 

District Counsel, Jeffrey Knisley, ruled that QCBFD must now vote on the 
original motion open on the floor, the Fresh Pond Resolution.  The original 
Fresh Pond Resolution motion passed, with 179 “yes” votes, 78 “no” votes and 
2 abstentions (including the Absentee Ballot votes). 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 67 “yes” votes, 23 “no” votes 
and 2 abstentions. 

  

B.  Real Estate – Tom Battista:  See attached Exhibit B.  Tom Battista 
referred to his report and ended by thanking his committee members, 
including Mike Divney. 

C. Public Works – George Prior:  See attached Exhibit C.  George Prior 
read the attached Public Works report and ended by thanking his 
committee members. 
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D. Civic Improvement –Bill Heep:  See attached Exhibit D.  Bill Heep 
read the attached Civic Improvement report and ended by thanking his 
committee members.  

E. Police Protection –Michele Pallai Reppucci:  See attached Exhibit E. 
Michele Pallai Reppucci read the attached Police Protection report and 
ended by thanking her committee members. 

F. Beach & Dunes –Shari Frost:  See attached Exhibit F.  Shari Frost read 
the attached report and ended by thanking her committee members. 

G. Tennis & Golf – Joe DeMaio for Cecelia McCulloch:  See attached 
Exhibit G.  In Cecelia McCulloch’s absence, Joe DeMaio thanked her 
committee members.  

H. Ballfield & Playground –Michael Flynn:  See attached Exhibit H. 

I. Special Events –Marilyn Rettig:  See attached Exhibit I.  Marilyn 
Rettig thanked her committee for its hard work.  Marilyn Rettig 
announced the 2013 Fourth of July Parade theme – “Fables and Fairy 
Tales.” 

J. Boating – Brewster Blackall:  See attached Exhibit J.  Brewster 
Blackall offered a special note of thanks to Lonnie Rowe for serving as 
“Dock Master,” for his extensive work on both the old and new QCBFD 
dock and for all he has done to help the QCBFD community over the years.    

K.  Finance – Joe DeMaio:  See attached Exhibit K.  Joe DeMaio 
discussed the proposed 2013 QCBFD Budget and the Budget Notes, both 
of which were mailed to all residents.  Joe DeMaio explained that the tax 
increase was held to 2% for 2013.   

A MOTION was made that the 2013 Budget (attached hereto as Exhibit K), 
including an approximate $4,600 increase in total tax revenues (2.0% above 
2012), as approved by the Board of Governors, be approved.  Specifically, 
you are approving the 2013 Budget, including a 2.0% tax increase, and a 
total tax that will not be less than $239,000 nor higher than $243,000.  The 
motion was seconded and passed by a vast majority. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 86 “yes” votes, 2 “no” votes 
and 4 abstentions. 
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A MOTION was made that the 2012 Budget previously approved at the 2011 
Annual Meeting be amended to authorize the following expenditure:  Real 
estate/property – An additional $3,000 for the completion of a survey of 
parcels owned by QCBFD which lie outside of the formal area designated by 
our charter.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.   

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 82 “yes” votes, 8 “no” votes 
and 2 abstentions. 

 

A MOTION was made that the 2012 Budget previously approved at the 2011 
Annual Meeting be amended to authorize the following expenditure:  Asset 
Replacement Fund –An additional $20,000 for the first phase of the work 
necessary to restore Fresh Pond.  The motion was seconded and passed by a 
vast majority. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 70 “yes” votes, 19 “no” votes 
and 3 abstentions. 
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A MOTION was made to Assess and Collect a Tax on Quonochontaug 
Central Beach Fire District property. 

Resolved:  That the electors of the Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire 
District qualified to vote in the District Meeting legally assembled on 
September 15, 2012, hereby order the assessment and collection of a tax on 
ratable property of said District in the sum of no less than $239,000 nor 
higher than $243,000. Said tax is for ordinary expenses and charges for the 
interest and indebtedness in whole or part of said District, and for the 
purposes authorized by law. The Assessor of Taxes shall assess and apportion 
said tax on the inhabitants and ratable property of said District as of the 30th 
day of June 2013 at 12:00 noon, according to the law, and shall on the 
completion of the said assessment date, certify and sign the same and deliver 
the same to the Collector of Taxes, on or before the 1st day of August 2013. 
The Collector of Taxes, on receipt of said assessment, is hereby commanded 
to proceed and collect said tax on the person and estates liable therefore. Said 
tax shall be due and payable on or before the 30th day of September 2013, 
shall carry interest until collected, at a penalty at the rate of 12% per annum 
upon such unpaid taxes.  The motion was seconded and passed by a vast 
majority. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 86 “yes” votes, 2 “no” votes 
and 4 abstentions. 

 

L.  Merchandise Sales – Peter Rettig:  See attached Exhibit L.  Peter Rettig 
thanked his committee members for their hard work. 

M.  Nominating Committee – Sue Birk:  See attached Exhibit M.  Sue 
Birk thanked her committee members.  Sue Birk read the slate of 
QCBFD’s Board of Governors and Commissioners (see attached Exhibit 
M). 

A MOTION was made that the attached slate of the Board of Governors and 
Commissioners for the 2012-2013 year (Exhibit M) as recommended by the 
Nominating Committee be approved.  The motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 90 “yes” votes, 0 “no” votes 
and 2 abstentions. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS – Stephen Long, Moderator: 

Steve Long announced that there was no Old Business to discuss that had 
not already been covered at the meeting. 

V. NEW BUSINESS – Stephen Long, Moderator: 

A. Charter Amendments:  Stephen Long introduced the motion to amend 
the QCBFD Charter, explaining that, for years, QCBFD’s By-Laws have 
not been in sync with its Charter. 

A MOTION was made to amend the QCBFD Charter. 

Resolved:  That the QCBFD Charter be amended as follows: 

 A. In section 1, update 1930 legal description of QCBFD which uses 
owner’s names and other natural boundaries to a description based on 
the survey prepared by Wesley Grant, III, PLS and filed with the Town 
Clerk of the Town of Charlestown, RI on September 29, 2011 as 
Document 2075.  The area within the QCBFD would not be modified in 
any way beyond a change in the wording of the description.  If this is 
problematic for the General Assembly, we will retain historical 
description and have Wes Grant certify that it is consistent with the 
QCBFD survey mentioned above. 

 
B. Change section 2 of the Charter regarding eligible voters, to be 
consistent and aligned with QCBFD By-Laws in every respect. 
 
C. In section 3 change the fixed date for the QCBFD Annual 
Meeting from the second Saturday after Labor Date to any Saturday 
between June 1st and September 30th in each year at 10:00 a.m. daylight 
saving time at a convenient place within or without the district as 
determined by the Board of Governors. 
  
D. In section 4 change reference to electing Officers, and Tax 
Assessors to be in alignment with QCBFD By-Laws regarding term of 
Officers, Governors and the appointment of Tax Assessors. 
 
E. Amend section 5 to be consistent with the QCBFD By-Laws in 
calling a special meeting by the Board of Governors or by petition of 
Eligible voters representing at least 30 lots. 
 
F.       In section 6 add language to allow QCBFD to accept grants and 
gifts. 

The motion was seconded.  Discussion took place prior to a vote on the motion. 
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A MOTION was made to delete paragraph “A” of the above Charter 
amendment motion.  The motion to delete paragraph “A” of the Charter 
amendment motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

The original motion, as amended by the deletion of paragraph “A,” was then 
voted on.  The motion, as amended, passed by a vast majority.  The approved 
motion, as amended, reads in its entirety as follows: 

 
Resolved:  That the QCBFD Charter be amended as follows: 

 A.      Change section 2 of the Charter regarding eligible voters, to be 
consistent and aligned with QCBFD By-Laws in every respect. 
 
B. In section 3 change the fixed date for the QCBFD Annual 
Meeting from the second Saturday after Labor Date to any Saturday 
between June 1st and September 30th in each year at 10:00 a.m. daylight 
saving time at a convenient place within or without the district as 
determined by the Board of Governors. 
  
C. In section 4 change reference to electing Officers, and Tax 
Assessors to be in alignment with QCBFD By-Laws regarding term of 
Officers, Governors and the appointment of Tax Assessors. 
 
D. Amend section 5 to be consistent with the QCBFD By-Laws in 
calling a special meeting by the Board of Governors or by petition of 
Eligible voters representing at least 30 lots. 
 
E.      In section 6 add language to allow QCBFD to accept grants and 
gifts.  

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 90 “yes” votes and 0 “no” votes 
and 2 abstentions. 

 

VI. Legal Resolutions: 

QCBFD’s legal counsel, Jeffrey Knisley, of Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein & 
Peirce, then spoke.  He read the following motions: 
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A MOTION was made to Ratify and Approve the Acts of Officers of QCBFD. 

Resolved:  That each and all of the resolutions, acts and proceedings of the 
District Officers, as shown by the records of the respective officers in carrying 
out and promoting the purposes, objectives and interests of the 
Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District, be and the same are approved, 
ratified and hereby made the acts and deeds of the Quonochontaug Central 
Beach Fire District.  The motion was seconded and passed with one objection. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 84 “yes” votes and 2 “no” votes 
and 6 abstentions. 

 

A MOTION was made to Authorize the Moderator to Appear at Hearings. 

Resolved:  That the Moderator, or such person or persons as he shall 
designate, be and hereby is fully authorized and empowered to enter 
objections or legal actions on behalf of the Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire 
District in reference to any zoning matters or any subject affecting the 
properties in the Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 

Pat Wildman certified Absentee Ballot votes of 90 “yes” votes and 0 “no” votes 
and 2 abstentions. 

VII. Adjournment – Stephen Long: 

Stephen Long, Moderator, thanked the QCBFD homeowners for attending 
the meeting.   

A MOTION was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Heather Dodge Cady, Clerk 
Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 


















































